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selfsame miserable principle, that some have thought
to atone for a life of injustice and rapine by the
strictness of their religious observances. If the for-
mer class of men can plead the diligent discharge
of their duties to their fellow-creatures, the latter
will urge that of theirs to God. We easily see the
falsehood of the plea in the latter case ; and it is only
self-deceit and partiality which prevent its being
equally visible in the former. Yet so it is ; such is
the unequal measure, if I may be allowed the ex-
pression, which we deal out to God, and to each
other. It would justly and universally be thought
false confidence in the religious thief or the religious
adulterer (to admit for the sake of arguments such a
solecism in terms,) to solace himself with the firm
persuasion of the Divine favour : but it will, to many,
appear hard and precise, to deny this firm persuasion
of Divine approbation to the avowedly irreligious
man of social and domestic usefulness.
Will it here be urged, that the writer is not doing
justice to his opponent's argument; which is not,
that irreligious men of useful lives may be excused
for neglecting their duties towards God, in consi-
deration of their exemplary discharge of their duties
towards their fellow-creatures; but that, in perform-
ing the latter, they perform the former, virtually, and
substantially', if not in name ?
Can then our opponent deny, that the Holy Scrip-
tures are in nothing more full and unequivocal, than
in requiring us supremely to love and fear God, and
to worship and serve him continually with humble
and grateful hearts; habitually to regard him as
our Benefactor and Sovereign and Father, and to
abound in sentiments of gratitude and loyalty,
and respectful affection? Can he deny that these
positive precepts are rendered, if possible, still more
clear, and their .authority still more binding, by

